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country, as my friend the Senator from 
Florida, Mr. RUBIO, from across the 
aisle, did, that these sanctions are a re-
sult of past crimes. 

We don’t need a classified briefing to 
know what Russia has done in the past. 
To duck the question and to refuse to 
commit to continuing these sanctions 
is tantamount to sweeping Russia’s 
flouting of international laws under 
the rug. It sort of says: Go ahead, 
interfere in our elections again; noth-
ing will happen to you. It says the 
same to China and Iran or to any other 
country that might try to hack. 

Secretary Nominee Tillerson has also 
not committed to new sanctions. Just 
yesterday, a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators, including the Senators from 
South Carolina, Maryland, Florida, 
California, Nebraska, introduced a 
tough, new sanctions-on-Russia bill for 
their interference in our elections. I 
support this effort. I believe the Senate 
should act soon upon it. I am very con-
cerned that thus far the President- 
elect, Mr. Tillerson, and Senator SES-
SIONS have not endorsed these tough 
new sanctions. 

The Senator from Florida—not from 
my party—also pressed Mr. Tillerson 
on a series of war crimes committed by 
the Assad regime and the Russian mili-
tary in Syria. These crimes have been 
reported in the press and detailed ex-
tensively by people on the ground and 
discussed at length by my friend, the 
Republican Senator from Arizona, Mr. 
MCCAIN. Mr. Tillerson will not even ac-
knowledge these violations of human 
rights and war crimes. 

Finally, I am very concerned that de-
spite the fact that we have registered 
lobbying disclosures from ExxonMobil 
itself, documenting their involvement 
in lobbying against Iran sanctions, Mr. 
Tillerson said this morning that Exxon 
did not lobby on sanctions, to his 
knowledge. 

This comes on top of recent reports 
that Exxon avoided Iran’s sanctions by 
dealing with Iran and other state spon-
sors of terrorism through a European 
subsidiary. This, too, is very con-
cerning. It raises real questions as to 
whether the President-elect and his 
Cabinet are prepared to stand up to 
Putin, stand up to Iran, and represent 
the interests of the American people 
and defend our democratic allies 
around the world. 

My friends on the other side of the 
aisle have nearly universally criticized 
this President, Mr. Obama, for his pol-
icy on Syria and for not being tough 
enough on Vladimir Putin. Republicans 
have always called themselves the 
party of Reagan. I don’t need to remind 
any of them of his famous speech in 
West Berlin. Now, it seems, this funda-
mental tenet of Republican foreign pol-
icy, and indeed our national policy for 
the last few decades, is eroding before 
our very eyes. Now, it seems, the Presi-
dent-elect and his Cabinet may never 
address the international security pol-
icy challenges posed by Russia and 
state sponsors of terrorism like Iran 

and Syria. If Mr. Tillerson cannot even 
say that he will support the existing 
sanctions, what kind of Secretary of 
State will he be? I am worried. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR 2017 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. Con. Res. 3, 
which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 3) 
setting forth the congressional budget for 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2017 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2018 through 2026. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, 3 hours of debate 
remain on the resolution for the major-
ity and 3 hours of debate remain on the 
resolution for the minority. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. TOOMEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER GAHAN 

Mr. TOOMEY. Madam President, I 
rise this afternoon to bid a very fond 
farewell to a man whom I have come to 
like very much and respect enor-
mously. He is Christopher Gahan. He 
has been my chief of staff for 6 years. 
After 6 years of extraordinary service, 
he has decided that he is going to move 
on to the private sector. I want to say 
a few words about Christopher’s back-
ground and his contribution to my of-
fice, to our country, and the people of 
Pennsylvania. 

Christopher is actually from New 
Hampshire. He is a native of Rye 
Beach. After growing up in New Hamp-
shire, he earned his degree in biology 
at Brown University and then went on 
to get a law degree from Harvard. I can 
assure everyone he has recovered from 
his educational experience to a very 
extensive degree. 

He went into law and practiced at the 
law firm of Latham & Watkins in Los 

Angeles and Washington. He had a very 
successful time there, but he decided 
he wanted to come to Washington and 
work in government and, specifically, 
work on the Hill. He went to work for 
Judd Gregg, Senator Gregg from New 
Hampshire, and Christopher Gahan, I 
understand, had almost every job that 
a Senate office has. He started at the 
very beginning, but because of his 
enormous talents and his ability and 
hard work, he relatively quickly rose 
and became chief of staff for Senator 
Gregg. 

When I was elected to the Senate in 
2010, I got a call within a matter of 
weeks from Christopher, and he said he 
wanted to come and meet with me and 
discuss the fact that I needed a chief of 
staff. He drove up to Allentown. We 
had lunch, and I decided almost imme-
diately that this guy would probably 
do a great job. He clearly had the at-
tributes that I was looking for. 

I should also point out some of the 
things that are perhaps not as widely 
known about Christopher outside of my 
office. One is that he is a tremendous 
athlete. He has been for a long time. 
When he was in college, he was on the 
varsity men’s water polo team. He was 
cocaptain at Brown, he was All-Ivy 
League, and to this day, he gets up at 
4 or 5 o’clock every morning and usu-
ally goes for a run. He occasionally 
bangs out a marathon and thinks noth-
ing of it. He has quite a diverse range 
of talents. 

He also has a very peculiar taste in 
certain things. He loves all things re-
lated to cats, except the animals them-
selves. I don’t understand that. Maybe 
it is an allergy; I am not sure exactly 
what it is. If you look at his desk area, 
he has funny photos of cats, little por-
celain cats, little masks of cats, and a 
calendar of cats. He loves all things 
cats, except the animals themselves. It 
is quite remarkable. 

Having said all of that about his 
background, what I really want to say 
is how fortunate Pennsylvania and I 
have been to have Christopher Gahan 
serving in this capacity. As I said, from 
the day that I had lunch with Chris-
topher, I knew he could do a great job. 
I knew he had that ability. I had very 
high expectations for what he could do, 
and he has exceeded those expectations 
every day. It has really been quite 
amazing. He is a very intelligent man, 
but more importantly, he has great 
judgment and a great ability to work 
with people. 

The role he has played in my office 
has been absolutely tremendous. For 
example, he is very knowledgeable 
about a number of issue areas, but he 
always understood that his role was to 
help the legislative assistants who had 
responsibilities for those areas. Chris-
topher’s role was to make sure that 
they were able to do the work they 
were assigned to do and to really shine 
and get a chance to excel and to grow 
personally. While he could have in-
serted himself in that dynamic, he 
never did. He always chose to empower 
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